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What is 

American Indian 

Heritage Month?
At the start of the 1900s, people began 

working to set aside a special day to 
recognize the important contributions of 
the first Americans to the growth of the 

United States. Over time, that effort 
expanded, and today an entire month is 

dedicated to honoring those 
contributions.

In 1990, President George H. W. Bush 
signed a resolution that officially made 
+HO>F;>K ə+9MBHG9E ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G 
%>KBM9@> *HGMAɎɚ 1BG<> ɄɍɍɈɏ 3Ɏ1Ɏ 

presidents have continued to issue 
similar proclamations each year, 

sometimes using different names such as 
ə+9MBO> ̗F>KB<9G %>KBM9@> *HGMAɚ HK 
ə+9MBHG9E ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G 9G= ̗E9LD9 

+9MBO> %>KBM9@> *HGMAɎɚ



What is the purpose of 
American Indian Heritage 

Month?

American Indian Heritage Month is celebrated each year to honor 
the rich cultures, traditions, and accomplishments of American 
Indian people. Throughout November, many events take place 
across the country, including powwows, cultural exhibitions, 

storytelling, art displays, drum circles, and community gatherings.

Schools, universities, and museums also hold programs to help 
people learn more about American Indian history and culture. The 
month encourages both Native and non -Native people to better 
NG=>KLM9G=ɏ 9IIK><B9M>ɏ 9G= K>LI><M MA> MK9=BMBHGL H? ̗F>KB<9ɜL 

first peoples.

&G +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9ɏ MA> $HO>KGHKɜL ,??B<> BLLN>L 9G 9GGN9E 
proclamation, and the North Carolina Museum of History in Raleigh 
hosts the American Indian Heritage Celebration to recognize and 

AHGHK MA> LM9M>ɜL ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G <HFFNGBMB>LɎ



Our Department

The N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources manages more than 100 
sites across the state. These include 27 historic sites, seven history museums, two 

art museums, five science museums, four aquariums, 35 state parks, and four 
recreation areas. The department also oversees many state trails and natural areas, 
the North Carolina Zoo, the State Library, the State Archives, the N.C. Arts Council, 

the African American Heritage Commission, the American Indian Heritage 
Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office, the Office of State 

Archaeology, the Highway Historical Marker Program, the N.C. Land and Water 
Fund, and the Natural Heritage Program.



DNCR Secretary

Pamela Brewington Cashwell was nominated by Governor Josh Stein 
and sworn in as Secretary of the North Carolina Department of 
Natural and Cultural Resources in January 2025. As Secretary, she 
leads nearly 2,400 employees and oversees more than 100 sites 
across the state. 

Before joining DNCR, Cashwell served as Secretary of the North 
Carolina Department of Administration from 2021 to 2024. She has 
also worked as Senior Policy Advisor and Chief Deputy Secretary for 
Professional Standards, Policy, and Planning at the North Carolina 
Department of Public Safety, as Assistant Director at the State Ethics 
Commission, and as a trial attorney in the U.S. Department of Justice 
9G= MA> 3Ɏ1Ɏ ̗MMHKG>RɜL ,??B<> ?HK MA> "9LM>KG !BLMKB<M H? 4BK@BGB9Ɏ 1A> 
brings a wealth of experience in managing state agencies to her role.

Cashwell earned both her undergraduate and law degrees from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She lives in Wake County 
with her husband, David, and their two sons, Samuel and Benjamin.

̗ F>F;>K H? MA> ̍HA9KB> 9G= )NF;>> MKB;>L 
H? +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9ɏ ̍9LAP>EE BL MA> ?BKLM 

̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G PHF9G MH E>9= 9 <9;BG>Mɣ
E>O>E =>I9KMF>GM BG MA> LM9M>ɜL ABLMHKRɎ



Land Acknowledgement

The state of North Carolina is situated on the ancestral homelands of many American 
Indian tribes who have lived in this place, cared for these lands, and traveled 

throughout the region for thousands of years. Tribes spoke different variants of 
Algonquian, Iroquoian, and Siouan languages. We honor them as the first stewards of 

this place and acknowledge, with sorrow and remorse, the violent history of their 
dispossession and forced removal.

We respectfully acknowledge the Coharie , Eastern Band of Cherokee , Haliwa -Saponi , 
Lumbee , Meherrin , Occaneechi Band of the Saponi , Sappony , and Waccamaw Siouan 
and honor the enduring presence, vibrance, and diversity of contemporary Indigenous 

communities. 



State Historic Sites
The Division of State Historic Sites within the N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources preserves and shares 
IE9<>L MA9M M>EE MA> LMHKB>L H? HNK LM9M>ɜL I9LMɎ #KHF 9K<A9>HEH@B<9E E9G=F9KDL MH <HEHGB9E L>MME>F>GMLɏ MA>L> LBM>L A>EI 
OBLBMHKL >QIEHK> +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9ɜL =BO>KL> ABLMHKRɏ BG<EN=BG@ LMHKB>L H? MA> LM9M>ɜL ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G <HFFNGBMB>LɎ

Fort Dobbs (Statesville, NC)
Fort Dobbs offers a glimpse into 

the French and Indian War (1754 ɤ
1763), a global conflict also 

DGHPG 9L MA> 1>O>G 7>9KLɜ 59KɎ 
It is the only state historic site in 

North Carolina linked to this 
period and shows how events 

here connected to a worldwide 
struggle that shaped the colonies 

and helped set the stage for 
American independence.

%BLMHKB< ̀9MA ɪ̀9MAɏ +̍ɫ
#HNG=>= BG ɄɋɃɉɏ ̀9MA P9L +HKMA 
̍9KHEBG9ɜL ?BKLM MHPGɎ "9KER 

L>MME>KL 9KKBO>= BG MA> ɄɊɍɃL G>9K 
MA> -9FEB<H 0BO>Kɏ 9G= ;R ɄɋɃɌ 
MA> MHPG A9= 9;HNM ɉɃ K>LB=>GML 
9G= 9 =HS>G AHNL>LɎ ̀9MAɜL >9KER 
R>9KL P>K> F9KD>= ;R IHEBMB<9E 
KBO9EKB>Lɏ <HG?EB<ML PBMA G>9K;R 
MKB;>Lɏ 9G= IBK9<R 9EHG@ MA> 
<H9LMɎ &G ɄɋɈɊɏ ̀9MA P9L >O>G 
<HGLB=>K>= 9L 9 IHLLB;E> <9IBM9E 

?HK MA> <HEHGRɎ

Roanoke Island Festival Park 
(Manteo, NC)

Roanoke Island Festival Park 
celebrates the story of the first 
English settlement in America. 
Visitors can board a full -size 

replica ship, the Elizabeth II , and 
visit American Indian Town, an 
exhibit that shares the daily life 
and culture of the Indigenous 
people who lived on Roanoke 
Island when English explorers 

arrived.

2HPG ̍K>>D &G=B9G *HNG= 
ɪ*HNGM $BE>9=ɏ +̍ɫ

)H<9M>= 9EHG@ MA> )BMME> 0BO>Kɏ 9 
;K9G<A H? MA> $K>9M ->> !>> 
0BO>Kɏ 2HPG ̍K>>D &G=B9G *HNG= 
BL HG> H? MA> FHLM LMN=B>= 
9K<A9>HEH@B<9E LBM>L BG +HKMA 
̍9KHEBG9Ɏ "Q<9O9MBHGL A9O> 
<HGMBGN>= ?HK FHK> MA9G ɉɃ 
R>9KLɏ A>EIBG@ K>L>9K<A>KL 9G= 
OBLBMHKL E>9KG 9;HNM MA> ->> !>> 
<NEMNK> MA9M EBO>= 9G= ;NBEM 

<>K>FHGB9E LI9<>L A>K> ANG=K>=L 
H? R>9KL 9@HɎ



Pre -Contact Timeline 

Early Migration (40,000 ɤ15,000 BC)
People first migrated to North America from Asia across the Bering Land Bridge sometime between 40,000 and 
15,000 BC.

Paleo -Indian Period (10,000 ɤ8,000 BC)
Nomadic hunters traveled across the land following large game animals such as mammoths and bison.

Archaic Period (8,000 ɤ1,000 BC)
People adapted to a changing climate by hunting smaller animals, fishing, and gathering wild plants for food.

Woodland Period (1,000 BC ɤ1,550 AD)
Communities began building permanent settlements near rivers and streams. They farmed, made pottery, and 
developed trade networks.

Mississippian Period (700 ɤ1,550 AD)
Large towns and chiefdoms formed, marked by strong leadership, organized agriculture, and mound -building for 
ceremonial and political purposes.

(Source: NCPedia  ɤ ə̗F>KB<9G &G=B9GL ̀>?HK> "NKHI>9GLɚɫ

https://www.ncpedia.org/american-indians/before-europeans

https://www.ncpedia.org/american-indians/before-europeans


Created in 2021 by the State Budget Act, the North 
Carolina American Indian Heritage Commission (AIHC) 
works within the Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources to preserve, interpret, and promote 
American Indian history, arts, customs, and culture 
across the state.

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ 
state-recognized tribes and four Urban Indian 
Organizations to share authentic stories and 
strengthen cultural understanding statewide.

Learn more at AIHC.nc.gov

What is the AIHC?

https://aihc.nc.gov/


8  Tribes      

&

4  Urban Indian 
Organizations

Contemporary Tribal Territories



Coharie Indian Tribe
Headquartered in Clinton, the Coharie Indian Tribe traces its ancestry to the Neusiok 
people who once lived along the Coharie River in Harnett and Sampson counties. The 
community includes four main settlements: Holly Grove, New Bethel, Shiloh, and 
Antioch. Today, the tribe has about 2,700 members, with roughly one -fifth living 
outside these communities. Early records show that the Coharie moved to this area 
between 1729 and 1746, seeking safety from conflicts involving both English colonists 
and other Native groups.

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
The Cherokee people believe the Creator placed them in their homeland in the 
mountains of western North Carolina. Their earliest known village site is Kituwah Mound 
BG 1P9BG ̍HNGMRɏ H?M>G <9EE>= MA> ə*HMA>K 2HPGɚ H? MA> ̍A>KHD>>Ɏ 2A> "9LM>KG ̀9G= H? 
Cherokee Indians formed a government there to resist the forced removal of the 
Cherokee Nation during the event known as the Trail of Tears. Some Cherokee families 
remained in North Carolina after most of their relatives were sent west to Oklahoma. 
Today, the Eastern Band is the only federally recognized tribe in North Carolina and 
lives on the 56,000 -acre Qualla Boundary, next to the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. The tribe has more than 16,000 enrolled members, with over half living on the 
Boundary, which includes the town of Cherokee and surrounding communities. 
̍A>KHD>> BL 9ELH AHF> MH %9KK9AɜL ̍A>KHD>> ̍9LBGH 0>LHKMɏ HG> H? MA> 9K>9ɜL E9K@>LM 
employers.

NC Tribal Communities

Website

Website

Website

Website

https://coharietribe.org/
https://ebci.com/


Haliwa -Saponi Indian Tribe
The Haliwa -Saponi people descend from the Saponi, Tuscarora, Tutelo, and Nansemond 
tribes. With about 3,800 members, the Haliwa -Saponi Indian Tribe is the third -largest 
MKB;> BG +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9Ɏ 2A> <HFFNGBMR BL <>GM>K>= BG 9G 9K>9 DGHPG ;R >E=>KL 9L ə2A> 
*>9=HPLɏɚ PAB<A <HO>KL I9KML H? LHNMAP>LM>KG %9EB?9Q ̍HNGMR 9G= LHNMA>9LM>KG 
Warren County. Many tribal members also live in nearby Nash and Franklin counties. 
The tribe hosts the annual Haliwa -Saponi Powwow each April, the oldest powwow in 
North Carolina, celebrating their culture, music, and traditions.

Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina
The Lumbee Tribe is the largest tribe in North Carolina, the largest east of the 
Mississippi River, and the ninth largest in the United States. The tribe takes its name 
from the Lumber River, once called the Lumbee River, which runs through Robeson 
County. More than 35,000 Lumbee tribal members live mainly in Robeson, Hoke, 
̍NF;>KE9G=ɏ 9G= 1<HME9G= <HNGMB>Lɏ PBMA ->F;KHD> L>KOBG@ 9L MA> MKB;>ɜL <NEMNK9Eɏ 
economic, and political center. The Lumbee trace their ancestry to the Cheraw and 
other Siouan -speaking peoples who lived along Drowning Creek (now the Lumbee 
River) in the early 1700s. In 1887, the state established the Croatan Normal Indian 
1<AHHEɏ DGHPG MH=9R 9L MA> 3GBO>KLBMR H? +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9 9M ->F;KHD>Ɏ 2A> MKB;>ɜL 
economy includes farming, small businesses, an industrial park, and the University, 
which remains an important community partner.

Website

Website

Website

Website

NC Tribal Communities

https://www.haliwa-saponi.org/
https://www.lumbeetribe.com/


*>A>KKBG &G=B9G +9MBHG
2A> *>A>KKBG ->HIE>ɏ 9ELH DGHPG 9L (9NP>MLɜ9ɓD9 ɪ->HIE> H? MA> 59M>Kɫɏ 9K> 9G 
&KHJNHB9GɣLI>9DBG@ G9MBHG <EHL>ER K>E9M>= MH MA> 2NL<9KHK9ɏ HK 1D9KƑɓKĴӛ ɪ%>FI 
1IEBMM>KLɫɎ 2A> MPH G9MBHGL LA9K> E9G@N9@>ɏ <NEMNK>ɏ 9G= ABLMHKRɏ =>L<>G=BG@ ?KHF 9 
E9K@>K @KHNI MA9M FB@K9M>= >9LM EHG@ 9@H 9G= L>MME>= BG PA9M BL GHP +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9Ɏ &G 
ɄɊɌɃɏ *>A>KKBG ̍AB>?L 3GNGM>JN>KH 9G= %HK>A9GG9A LB@G>= 9G 9==>G=NF MH MA> ɄɊɋɋ 
2K>9MR H? *B==E> -E9GM9MBHGɏ PAB<A >LM9;EBLA>= MPH K>L>KO9MBHGL ?HK MA> *>A>KKBGɐ 
(9NPBMSBAH<D>G ɪ̍ HPBG<A9PDHGɫ 9G= *>G=>KBGDɎ ,O>K MBF>ɏ MA> *>A>KKBG FHO>= MH MA> 
MHPGL H? 3GHM> 9G= 29P9KK9 9G= E9M>K L>MME>= BG PA9M ;><9F> DGHPG 9L *>A>KKBG +><D 
BG IK>L>GMɣ=9R *9G>RL +><DɎ &G ɄɋɅɊɏ MA> +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9 $>G>K9E ̗LL>F;ER 9LLB@G>= 9 
K>L>KO9MBHG MH MA> *>A>KKBGɏ >QI9G=BG@ BM MAK>> R>9KL E9M>K MH BG<EN=> E9G= PA>K> MA> 
̍AHP9G 9G= *>A>KKBG 0BO>KL F>>MɎ 2H=9Rɏ *>A>KKBG MKB;9E F>F;>KL IKBF9KBER EBO> BG 
%>KM?HK=ɏ ̀>KMB>ɏ +HKMA9FIMHGɏ 9G= $9M>L <HNGMB>L BG GHKMA>9LM>KG +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9Ɏ

,<<9G>><AB ̀9G= H? MA> 19IHGB +9MBHG
2A> ,<<9G>><AB ̀9G= H? MA> 19IHGB +9MBHG BL ;9L>= BG ̗E9F9G<>ɏ ̍9LP>EEɏ 9G= ,K9G@> 
<HNGMB>Lɏ PBMA MKB;9E @KHNG=L BG MA> )BMME> 2>Q9L <HFFNGBMRɎ 5BMA CNLM HO>K ɄɏɄɃɃ 
F>F;>KLɏ MA> ,<<9G>><AB 9K> MA> LF9EE>LM H? +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9ɜL LM9M>ɣK><H@GBS>= MKB;>Lɏ 
R>M MA>R K>F9BG AB@AER 9<MBO> BG MA>BK <HFFNGBMR 9G= BG LM9M>PB=> ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G 
>O>GMLɎ 2A> ,<<9G>><AB MK9<> MA>BK 9G<>LMKR MH L>O>K9E LF9EE 1BHN9GɣLI>9DBG@ MKB;>L 
PAH EBO>= BG MA> -B>=FHGM K>@BHG H? +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9 9G= 4BK@BGB9 PA>G MA> ?BKLM "NKHI>9G 
>QIEHK>KL 9KKBO>= BG MA> ɄɊɃɃLɎ

NC Tribal Communities

Website

Website

Website

Website

https://meherrinnation.org/
https://obsn.org/


Sappony
The Sappony  have lived in the Piedmont Highlands for many generations. Today, the 
MKB;>ɜL ɌɉɃ F>F;>KL K>IK>L>GM L>O>G <HK> ?9FBEB>Lɏ HK <E9GLɏ PAH EBO> 9EHG@ MA> +HKMA 
Carolina ɤVirginia border in an area known as High Plains. In the early 1700s, Sappony  
children attended school at Fort Christanna while tribal members helped protect the 
frontier for the colonies and assisted in marking the boundary between North Carolina 
and Virginia. Because of this history, the High Plains community lies partly in Person 
County, North Carolina, and partly in Halifax County, Virginia. The Sappony  continue to 
focus on economic development, education, and cultural preservation for future 
generations.

Waccamaw Siouan Tribe
The Waccamaw, historically known as the Waccamassus , originally lived about 100 
miles northeast of Charleston, South Carolina. After the Waccamaw and South Carolina 
War of 1749, the Waccamaw people sought refuge in the swamplands of southeastern 
North Carolina. Today, the Waccamaw Siouan Tribe has more than 2,000 citizens and is 
headquartered in Columbus and Bladen counties. The tribal community is located near 
the Green Swamp, about 37 miles west of Wilmington, seven miles east of Lake 
Waccamaw, and four miles north of Bolton.

NC Tribal Communities

Website

Website

Website

Website

https://www.sappony.org/
https://waccamaw-siouan.org/


̍NF;>KE9G= ̍HNGMR ̗LLH<B9MBHG ?HK &G=B9G ->HIE> ɪ̗̍̍&-ɫ
2A> ̍NF;>KE9G= ̍HNGMR ̗LLH<B9MBHG ?HK &G=B9G ->HIE> LNIIHKML L>E?ɣ=>M>KFBG9MBHG 9G= 
L>E?ɣLN??B<B>G<R ?HK +9MBO> ̗F>KB<9GL BG ̍NF;>KE9G= ̍HNGMRɎ 2A> HK@9GBS9MBHG ?H<NL>L 
HG LH<B9Eɏ ><HGHFB<ɏ E>@9Eɏ 9G= IHEBMB<9E P>EEɣ;>BG@ PABE> IKHFHMBG@ A>9EMAB>K <AHB<>L 
9G= BFIKHOBG@ MA> JN9EBMR H? EB?> ?HK BML F>F;>KL 9G= <HFFNGBMRɎ #HNG=>= BG ɄɍɊɌɏ 
̗̍̍&- P9L HG> H? MA> ?BKLM NK;9G &G=B9G <>GM>KL >LM9;EBLA>= BG +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9 9G= 
<HGMBGN>L MH L>KO> 9L 9 K>LHNK<> ?HK <NEMNK9E IK>L>KO9MBHGɏ 9=OH<9<Rɏ 9G= <HFFNGBMR 
IKH@K9FLɎ

$NBE?HK= +9MBO> ̗F>KB<9G ̗LLH<B9MBHG ɪ$+̗̗ɫ
2A> $NBE?HK= +9MBO> ̗F>KB<9G ̗LLH<B9MBHG BL 9 +9MBO> ̗F>KB<9G <HFFNGBMR HK@9GBS9MBHG 
;9L>= BG $NBE?HK= ̍HNGMRɎ &M BL 9 +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9 LM9M>ɣK><H@GBS>= ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G 
,K@9GBS9MBHG 9G= 9 3GBM>= 59R K>?>KK9E 9@>G<RɎ &G<HKIHK9M>= BG 1>IM>F;>K Ʉɍɋɉ ;R 
EH<9E I9K>GML 9L 9 GHGIKH?BM >=N<9MBHG 9=OH<9<R @KHNIɏ $+̗̗ A9L @KHPG MH BG<EN=> 
<ABE=<9K>ɏ >FIEHRF>GMɏ 9G= 9@>ɣ;9L>= <HFFNGBMR IKH@K9FLɎ &M BL MA> HE=>LM ̗F>KB<9G 
&G=B9G NK;9G 9LLH<B9MBHG BG +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9 9G= HG> H? MA> HE=>LM HK@9GBS9MBHGL H? BML 
DBG= BG MA> 3GBM>= 1M9M>LɎ $+̗̗ K>F9BGL 9<MBO> BG $NBE?HK= ̍HNGMRɏ IKHOB=BG@ <NEMNK9E 
>O>GML 9G= >=N<9MBHG9E IKH@K9FL MA9M LMK>G@MA>G +9MBO> B=>GMBMR 9G= <HFFNGBMR MB>LɎ

NC Urban Indian Communities

Website

Website

https://www.guilfordnative.com/


Metrolina Native American Association (MNAA)
The Metrolina Native American Association promotes cultural awareness, economic 
development, and the overall well -being of American Indian people in the greater 
Charlotte area. The organization offers cultural enrichment classes, job training, work 
experience opportunities, and economic development assistance to support self -
sufficiency and self -determination. MNAA coordinates its programs with other Native 
organizations and statewide partners to strengthen cultural connections and serve the 
growing urban Indian population in the region.

Triangle Native American Society (TNAS)
The Triangle Native American Society was incorporated in 1984 to promote and protect 
the identity of Native Americans living in Wake County and surrounding areas. The 
organization provides educational, social, and cultural programs that support the Native 
community in the Triangle region. TNAS received official state recognition in 2000 from 
the N.C. Commission of Indian Affairs and serves as the governing body for Native 
Americans in the area. It continues to foster a strong local Native community while 
honoring the diverse cultural and traditional practices members bring from their home 
tribal communities.

NC Urban Indian Communities

Website

5>;LBM>

Website

Website

https://www.metrolinanatives.com/
https://www.trianglenative.org/
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̍HA9KB>
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2KB9G@E> +9MBO>
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Historic Marker Program
+HKMA ̍9KHEBG9ɜL ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G A>KBM9@> <HGMBGN>L MH ;> K><H@GBS>= MAKHN@A 9 @KHPBG@ L>KB>L 
H? LM9M> ABLMHKB<9E F9KD>KLɎ !>O>EHI>= BG I9KMG>KLABI PBMA MA> +Ɏ̍Ɏ %B@AP9R %BLMHKB<9E *9KD>K 
-KH@K9F PBMABG MA> !>I9KMF>GM H? +9MNK9E 9G= ̍NEMNK9E 0>LHNK<>Lɏ MABL BGBMB9MBO> AB@AEB@AML MA> 
<NEMNK> 9G= ABLMHKR H? +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9ɜL MKB;>L 9G= <HFFNGBMB>LɎ *9KD>KL GHP AHGHK MA> ̍HA9KB>ɏ 
%9EBP9ɣ19IHGBɏ )NF;>>ɏ *>A>KKBGɏ ,<<9G>><AB ̀9G= H? MA> 19IHGBɏ 19IIHGRɏ 9G= 59<<9F9P 
1BHN9G MKB;>Lɏ 9L P>EE 9L MA> "9LM ̍9KHEBG9 &G=B9G 1<AHHEɏ MA> ̀NB> *HNG= LBM>ɏ 9G= MA> !NGG 1BMɣ
&GLɏ PAB<A K><>BO>= BML F9KD>K BG 'NG> ɅɃɅɉɎ 2A> +Ɏ̍Ɏ ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G %>KBM9@> ̍HFFBLLBHG 
<HGMBGN>L MH <HEE9;HK9M> <EHL>ER PBMA MKB;9E I9KMG>KL 9G= <HFFNGBMR F>F;>KL MH ;KBG@ MA>L> 
LMHKB>L MH EB?>ɏ >GLNKBG@ >9<A F9KD>K K>?E><ML MA> NGBJN> 9G= E9LMBG@ <HGMKB;NMBHGL H? +HKMA 
̍9KHEBG9ɜL ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G I>HIE>Ɏ

Historic Marker for Lumbee Tribe. Historic Marker for Haliwa-Saponi. Historic Marker for Occaneechi Band of Saponi Nation Historic Marker for Sappony Tribe. Historic Marker for Waccamaw Siouan Indian Tribe.

Historic Marker for Coharie Indian Tribe. Historic Marker for East Carolina Indian School. Historic Marker for Buie Mound.Historic Marker for Meherrin Tribe. Historic Marker for Dunn High School Sit-Ins.

https://www.dncr.nc.gov/about-us/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/about-us/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2024/01/03/lumbee-tribe-i-96
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2023/12/14/haliwa-saponi-indian-tribe-e-130
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2023/12/21/occaneechi-indian-tribe-g-142
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2023/12/21/sappony-tribe-g-143
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2023/12/12/waccamaw-siouan-indian-tribe-d-123
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2024/01/03/coharie-indian-tribe-i-98
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2024/01/03/east-carolina-indian-school-i-97
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2024/01/03/buie-mound-i-95
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2023/12/04/meherrin-tribe-95
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/blog/2025/05/14/dunn-high-school-sit-ins-h-128


Oral History Program
In partnership with the Oral History Unit in the N.C. Department of 
+9MNK9E 9G= ̍NEMNK9E 0>LHNK<>Lɜ !BOBLBHG H? 1M9M> ̗K<ABO>Lɏ MA> +Ɏ̍Ɏ 
American Indian Heritage Commission is collecting and preserving oral 
histories from tribal community members across North Carolina. These 
interviews capture personal stories about education in former American 
Indian schools, military service, economic development, cultural 
traditions, and much more.

This work is supported by a major grant from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) , with additional funding from the 
Catawba Foundation . Together, these grants help the Commission 
=H<NF>GMɏ IK>L>KO>ɏ 9G= LA9K> MA> EBO>= >QI>KB>G<>L H? +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9ɜL 
American Indian people for future generations.

Visit the Archives Catalogue:

     Watch on YouTube:
A picture containing logo  Description 
automatically generated

Catawba Nation Foundation official logo.National Archives official logo.

State Archives of North Carolina official logo.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8fzNAsb6F6kKA6vhdDXdbjUu2AD99iQ2&si=yUjcfqhp7dkZ-Bdr
https://catawbanationfoundation.org/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/collections/oral-history-materials?filter_47=American%20Indian%20Heritage%20Commission%20Oral%20History%20Project.%20State%20Archives%20of%20North%20Carolina&applyState=true
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2A> +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9 ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G %>KBM9@> ̍HFFBLLBHG 
ɪ̗&%̍ɫ 1MK9M>@B< -E9G ɅɃɅɉɤɅɃɆɃ HNMEBG>L 9 OBLBHG ?HK 
IK>L>KOBG@ɏ IKHFHMBG@ɏ 9G= <>E>;K9MBG@ MA> LM9M>ɜL ̗F>KB<9G 
&G=B9G ABLMHKRɏ 9KMLɏ 9G= <NEMNK> HO>K MA> G>QM ?BO> R>9KLɎ 
!>O>EHI>= PBMA BGINM ?KHF MKB;9E <HFFNGBMB>Lɏ I9KMG>KLɏ 9G= 
LM9D>AHE=>KLɏ MA> IE9G ?H<NL>L HG ?HNK D>R IKBHKBMB>Lɐ 
IKHFHMBG@ +HKMA ̍9KHEBG9 ABLMHKR MAKHN@A 9G ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G 
E>GLɏ BG<K>9LBG@ <NEMNK9E OBLB;BEBMRɏ >GA9G<BG@ IK>L>KO9MBHG 9G= 
K>OBM9EBS9MBHGɏ 9G= ?HLM>KBG@ ?HKP9K=ɣ?H<NL>= G9KK9MBO>L H? 
+9MBO> EB?> MH=9RɎ

2A> IE9G L>KO>L 9L 9 KH9=F9I ?HK MA> ̍HFFBLLBHGɜL HG@HBG@ 
PHKD MH >GLNK> MA9M ̗F>KB<9G &G=B9G OHB<>Lɏ LMHKB>Lɏ 9G= 
<HGMKB;NMBHGL K>F9BG OBLB;E> 9G= O9EN>= 9<KHLL MA> LM9M>Ɏ

̍EB<D A>K> MH K>9= MA> ?NEE M>QMɐ 
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